
For more information, contact Alex Curchin, General Counsel 
for the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

at acurchin@mochamber.com or 573.634.3511

428 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

The Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation has been created to protect 
Missouri employers from the abuses of our broken judicial system.  
Specifically, the Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation will work to build a strong 
coalition to fight the battles for civil justice reform in the Missouri Legislature and 
Missouri Courts through education, outreach, and action.

The plaintiffs’ bar is taking advantage of a flawed system to guarantee your business 
spends more time and money in court.  As a result, our judiciary has gone away from 
a system of administering justice, to a system of enriching trial attorneys.  Even more 
disturbing, our legal system is so plagued by frivolous suits, that those who truly have 
suffered harm for which they should be compensated, spend years waiting to have their 
claims heard.  Each legislative session, the Missouri Chamber is spending more and 
more time and political capital to reverse anti-business decisions Missouri’s activist 
courts are rendering. It is becoming nearly impossible to hold our ground, and that’s 
why Missouri’s legal climate has been ranked as the fifth worst in the nation.

It’s time to do something about it, and that is the goal of the Missouri Chamber Legal 
Foundation.  While an important first step will be passage of civil justice reforms by 
the Missouri Legislature, we must understand that these reforms will be challenged, 
and possibly overturned, by plaintiffs’ attorneys and sympathetic Missouri Courts.  
Therefore, it is imperative that the business community be prepared to fight this effort 
on multiple levels.  The Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation is prepared to engage 
in that fight – from implementing public relations campaigns and building grassroots 
support, to providing the research necessary to target activist judges and remove them 
from the bench through Missouri’s retention election system.

I hope you will join the Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation in our fight.

Sincerely,

Alexander B. Curchin Brendan Cossette
Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation  Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation
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As many in the legal world are aware, state con-
sumer protection laws have become a consistent 
target of abuse by personal injury lawyers. Mis-
souri’s Merchandising Practices Act (MMPA) 
is no exception. The law was enacted in 1967 to 
augment common law fraud actions, and to help 
protect Missouri citizens against deceptive busi-
ness practices. Over the years, through legisla-
tive amendment and judicial interpretation, it 
has grown into an enormous and unwieldy piece 
of legislation that is prone to abuse, incentivizes 
unnecessary litigation, and makes even technical 
violations extraordinarily costly to resolve. 

On Wednesday, November 5th, the Missouri 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, in conjunc-
tion with the American Tort Reform Association 
(ATRA), is hosting a luncheon and panel discus-
sion to consider the state of the MMPA. The fea-
tured panelist is Commissioner Joshua Wright of 
the Federal Trade Commission, who will offer his 
unique perspective on the devolution of consumer 
protection laws.  The panel will also include sev-
eral esteemed local and national thought leaders 
who will  provide insight on the expansion of the 
MMPA, discuss its current effectiveness, and offer 
their thoughts on how to reform the law to better 
serve its intended purpose.

We hope that you can join us for this important 
conversation. 

Sincerely,

Daniel P. Mehan 
President / CEO

GOOD LAW, BAD PRACTICE: 
Misuse and Abuse of 
Missouri’s Merchandising Practices Act

Host:	
The American Tort Reform Association &
The Missouri Chamber Legal Foundation

When:	 	
Wednesday, November 5th, 2014	 			 

Time:		
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 					   

Where:		
The Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis
100 Carondelet Plaza
St Louis, MO

Panel:	 	
Josh Wright, Commissioner
Federal Trade Commission

Joanna Shepherd, Professor
Emory University School of Law

Don M. Downing
Gray, Ritter & Graham P.C.

James P. Muehlberger, Partner
Shook, Hardy & Bacon

Moderator:	
The Honorable Ray Price, former Missouri Supreme Court Justice
Armstrong Teasdale

1.2 hours of non-ethics CLE credit will be available for this event.

The event is complimentary but pre-registration is required. Please RSVP to 
Amanda Yoder, at ayoder@mochamber.com, or by phone at 573-634-3511.

For more information, contact Alex Curchin, General Counsel 
for the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

at acurchin@mochamber.com or 573.634.3511
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